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==. == NIME Ti 

The DéHaviland airp orps for a number of 
years, is now but a memory. It is true that this one time "old reliable"plane, 
upon which America based its hopes for great achievements in the air during the 
World War, has not been used in service flying for several years. Nevertheless, 
there were a few still left of the more than a thousand which formed the back- 
bone of the Air Corps flying equipment for a space of about six years following 
the close of the war. ‘These few remaining DeH's were carried on the Air Corps 
inventory reports from time to time until just recently, when it was noted that 
the item "4 DeH airplanes" was conspicuous by its absence. These few relics of 
days gone by were used now and then for training purposes at the Air Corps Train- 
ing Center at Randolph Field, Texas. 

Woile nc bitter tears are being shed by Army pilots over the complete obli- 
teration of this plane of war-time vintage, nevertheless some of the veteran 
flyers in the Air Corps still retain some feelings of affection for the "old 
crate," as they were wont to call it, for quite a number of notable flying 
records were made with it in the early days of the Air Corps as the new com- 
datant branch of the Regular Army. 

Back in 1920, Captain St. Clair Streett, now Chief of the Flying Branch of 
the Materiel Division, Wright Field, Ohio, headed an expedition of four DeH's 
from New York to Nome, Alaska, and return - a most noteworthy accomplishment. 

The late Lieut. William D. Coney, in February, 1921, flew a DH-4B plane 
across the continent from Rockwell Field, San Diego, Calif., to Jacksonville, 
Fla., a distance of 2180 miles, in 22 hours and 27 minutes actual flying time. 
It is interesting to note that of this distance, 1960 miles were flow at night. 
His average speed for the journey was 97 miles per hour. 

In August, 1922, Captain W.P. Hayes, accompanied by Master Sergeant C.W. 
Kolinsky, flew from Kelly Field, ‘Texas, to New Orleans, La., a distance of 560 
miles, in 45 hours, or at an average speed of slightly over 124 miles an hour. 

In September, 1922, "Jimmy" Doolittle, one of America's outstanding pilots, 
made a one~intermediate-stop flight from Jacksonville, Florida, to San Dieg>, 
Oalif., and negctiated this transcontinental air journey in 21 hours and 18 
minutes. In the following year, Doolittle accomplished an outstanding cross- 
Country flight in a DeH, equipped with an extra size gasoline tank. Flying from 
Dayton, Ohio, to the Pacific Coast and return, he covered a total distance of 
§,765 miles between August 6th and August 14th. 

The year 1923 was replete with remarkable flying achievements by Air Corps 
pilots, utilizing the DeH plane, the most outstanding of which was the Porto 
Ricen Flight. An expedition of six DeH's, carrying 12 pilots, and headed by 
~-192~ V-6271, A.C. 





Major Tiomas G. Lanphier, successfully completed the journey by air from San 
Antonio, Texas, to San Juan, Porto Rico, and return, covering a distance of ap- 
proximately 6,000 miles. ‘his hn gee between April Srd and May 3rd, 1923, was 


made in easy stages with no attempt to break any records. 


On May 26, 1923, Lieut. H.G. Crocker flew non-stop from the Gulf of Mexico 
| to Detroit, Mich., in 11 hours and 55 minutes. 


With the aid of a friendly wind, the DeH viloted by Lieut. Albert fF. 
Hegenberger, of Hawaiian Flight fame, streaked it between Dayton, Ohio, and 
Langley Field, Va., February 14, 1923, at an average speed of 202 miles an hour. 


Former Lieut. Harold R. Harris, in a DeH, equipped with a supercharger, 
reached an indicated altitude of 29,400 feet on December 13, 1923, and encounter- 
ed a temperature of 29 degrees below zero. 


Lieut. W.R. Peck, flying a DeH, equipped with an extra size gasoline tank, 
flew nan-stop between Kelly Field, Texas, and Kokomo, Indiana, a distance of 
1,118 miles, in 9 hours and 20 minutes. . 

Captain Lowell EH. Smith and Lieut. John P. Richter, pioneers in refueling 
duration flights, on June 27-28, 1923, demonstrated the practicability of sus- 
tained es gee thr the refueling process. Failure of the reserve gasoline 
tank forced these flyers to descend after being in the air continuously for 25 
hours and 48 minutes. Fouv months later, on October 25th, these two pilots 
flew non-stop from the Canadian to the Mexican border, a distance of 1,280. 
miles, in 12 hours, 13 minutes and 40 seconds, their plane being refueléd in the 
air over certain pre-arranged points. 

~ moro wonths subsequent to their first refueling endurance flight, on August 
- e728, 1925, Captain Smith and Lieut. Richter attempted to eclipse the record 

thea established, and succeeded admirably. With the same old reliable DeH, they 
Flew continuously around e marked triangular course fer a total duration of 37 
hours, 15 mimutes, 14-4/5 seconds, covered 3,296.26 miles, and established six 
new official world's records. ‘Two refueling planes were utilized to transfer 
the gas and oil to the endurance-flying plane, one manned by Lieuts. Virgil Hine 
and F.W. Seifert, and the other by Gapt. R.G. Ervin and Lieut. O.R. McNeel,ORC. 


: The late Lieut. E.H. Barksdale, on March 7, 1924, created a new speed record 
cetween Dayton, Ohio, and New York. Flying a DeH navigation plane, he traversed 
the distance of 575 miles between these two points in 3 hours and 53 minutes, or 
Bs an average speed of slightly over 148 miles per hour. This achievement was 
all the more remarkable considering the fact that considerable fog was_encounter- 
ed during the trip and that a favoring wind aided him only as far as Altoona,Pa. 


Other notable pe eggente erg were credited to Air Corps pilots who 
flew the DeHaviland airplane and yet, aay attempt to compare it with the modern 
day plenes now supplied the Amy Air Corps would simply be wasted effort. 


~—=— 000——— 
MANEUVERS IN THE PHILIFPI} 


The month of January was marked by the annual maneuvers of the Philippine 
Division. The maneuvers proper, January 19 to 21, were emo by a period of 
intensive training from January 13 to 18, during which all units to and includ 
ing the regiment engaged in unit exercises. The 4th Composite Group, Nichols 
Field, P.I., participated in both phases. ‘The 2nd Observation Squadron moving 
from Nichols Field to Clark Ficld and later to advanced airdromes at Del Carmen, 
Pam a end San Miguel, Tarlac. At the two latter fields, one flight of obser- 
yat on planes was attached to each of the two opposing armies, furnishing planes 
=or contact and command missions, Infantry liaison, visual and photographic re- 
connaissance and for the regulation of artillery fire (simulated). 

, During. the preliminery phase prior to the start of the actual maneuvers, the 
balance of the Group, aonahe ing of the 28th Bombardment Squadron, the drd Pur- 
Cate yuairon. and one flight of the end Observation Squadron, acting as ze sepely 

Blue) aviation, conducted inshore and offshore reconnaissance missions to detec 
the approach of an enemy (Red) fleet. Such a fleet convoying a large expedition- 
ary force was located on 14 January steaming toward Lingayen Gulf. With the 
. fleet were two large airplane carriers. In subsequent operations contact with 
1 énemy was maintained until he dropped anchor and proceeded to establish a 
veach~head. His landing spavekins were then attacked, and throughout the hours 
ef darkness cn two succeeding nights his fleet and transports were the targets 
qf our bombardment aviation. A daylight attack by the latter succeeded in ren- 
Gering one of the Red airplane carriers hors de combat. Pursuit aviation parti-~ 
Capated in all missions, affording special support to our bombardment and fur- 
nishing air patrols. "In spite of yur best efforts," s the News Letter Cor- 
Tespondent, "the Ag tea maar f superior mumbers of Red Aviation took their toll 
end on Jamary 18th the Blue Air Force had been annihilated." 

At the beginning of the second P se on the morning of January 19th, the op 
Posing ground forces had made contact. The 4th Composite Group, less one flighi 
‘f Observation planes attached to the Blue forces, then functioned as Red 
Aviation, with the mission of assisting the advance of the Red Army by attacking 
vhe lines of communication of the Blue dray; destroying enemy shipping and by . 
furnishing observation for our forces. Mi itary operations of the invaders 


Were increasii successful, and on Jamiary 21, when the Blue defenders found 
ives in 1 retreat, the maneuvers were terminated. 
During the maneuver period, airplanes of the 4th Composite Group flew a 
; -193- Ve6271, A.C. 











i 


ns ow St 


a et Morn MW rf lh Ct ek 


trio <4 ea OD 


eR ig ct hee 











a total:of 502 aircreft hours. .That this time was vel. expended was attested by 
Major-General Joni L, Hines, Comuanain,; General of the Philinpine Department ,who, 
speaking at the general critique following, the cessation of hostilities, stress- 
ed the increasing imoortance of aircraft in modern warfare and made some very 
complimentary remarks anent our air operations." 


--~000——~ 
GENERAL PARKER INSPECTS SELFRIDGHE FIELD 


Major-General Frank Parker, Commanding General of the Sixth Corps Area, 
made his annual inspection of Selfridge Field, Mich., on Tuesday, April 12th. 
The General, accompanied by Cavtain Frank C. Peters, arrived on the post shortly 
before noon from Fort Weyne, Detroit, where a similar insvection had been held. 
Major George brett, Conmanding Officer of Selfridge Field, met General Parker 
at the entrance to the post and accompanied him to post headquarters, at which 
time a salute of 13 guns was fired for the General. 

An attractive luncheon had been arranged at the Officers' Mess in honor of 
General Parker. The entire officer personnel of the field was present, seated 
by squadrons and orgenizations at separate tables. At the head table, to meet 
the General, were a number of omen prominent in all tyyves of business in the 
Detroit area, and all vitally interested in aviation. 


General H.C. Pratt, Commanding tne Materiel Division, Wright Field, and 
Lieut.-Col. A.W. Robins, Executive, Materiel Division, were forced down by bad 
weather in Ohio on their way to attend the luncheon. 

General Parker, anon being introduced by Major Brett, talked for a few 
mimites on the close relationship of civilians with the Foie S| and our scheme 
of national defense. After he concluded, Mr. Harvey J. Campbell, Jr., of the 
Detroit Board of Conmerce, made a few interesting remarks. 

After the luncheon, General Parker first inspected the flying personnel, 
the airplanes, transportation and other equipment of the First Pursuit Group, 
which were lined up for inspectioa on the raup in front of the hangars. A 
review anc an exhibition of formation flying and tactical maneuvers hed been 
contemplated for the benefit of General Parker and the other guests. A very 
severe snowstorm, however, accompanied by wind and poor visibility, made it 
necessary to call off all flying for the afternoon. Upon completion of the in- 
spection on the line, the General was conducted by Major Brett through several 
of the new buildings throughout the post, while the other visitors were conduct- 
ed by officer guides to view the new hangars and their equipment. The General 
and his party, aswell as the other guests, showed keen interest in the rt of 
mg establishments they were able to observe Gurins the period of their 
visit. 

---000--—= 


ATR CORFS OBTAINS NEW MOTION PICTURH CAMERA 


For some time the Air Corps has felt the need of a small motion picture 
camera which would prove efficient in any position that an airplane misht assume, 
which could be operated when necessary by remote control and which would visual- 
ize action impossible to observe from the cocikpit of an airplane or from obser- 
vation on the ground. Especially has it been desired to photograph the action 
of bombs on leaving a Fursuit vlane which is in a steey dive. A 16-mm. bell & 
Howell camera recently obtained is believed to fulfill these requirements. 

This camera is simall and compact, offering little in the way of air resist- 
ance. It is spring wound, which makes the action more positive, and takes 128 
a per second which, when projected on the screen, supplies the slow mo- 

lon so valuable in the study of any action. ‘The speed as shown on the screen 
is one-eighth that of normal motion. It can take apyroximately eight strips of 
film of five seconds each trith a 100-foot roll of nevatives. A wide-angle lens 
makes possible the photographing of greater area at close range than usual with 
the ordinary lens. The camera may be lashed to any part of the plane. It is 
Planned to mount it under the wing to register the effect of skis on take-offs 
and landings. It has been used to picture the release and attachment of tow 
targets in flight. 

F This employment of remote camera control is the first instance of its use 
in aerial motion picture photography in the Air Corps, and results of accurate 
picturization of many more mechanical operatiuns than have ever before been ob- 
tained are anticipated. 


~--000--~= 


On April 17th and 23rd, the lst Balloon Company Pistol Team, Fort Sill,0kla., 
shot a pistol match against the R.O.1.C. University of Oklahoma Team, inter- 
collegiate champions for the past two consecutive years, and lost both contests 
oy a narrow margin. Sergeant I ndson, loon Company, was high man in the 
Tirst match with a 271 x 300. Miller, for Oklahoma University, was high men in 
the second match with a 266 x 300. The score of the first match was 1250 for 
Oklahoma University to 1193 for the Balloon Company. In the second match, the 
Air Corps team scored 1245 against 1278 obtained by the University team. 


~194. 6271, A.C. 





VAPOR HEATING SYSTEM FOR ATRPLANES 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


4 cabin heating system designed and developed in the Equip- 
ment Branch at Wrisht Field has been accorded more than the us- 
ual amount of interest. It ‘is a vapor system with a boiler in- 
side an exhaust line and a radiator inside of the cabin similar to that of an 
automobile hot water heater. It has been called a safety heater largely because 
it eliminates the necessity of drawing exhaust gases or heated air that may have 
been contaminated by mixture with exhaust gases into the cabin, but in reality 
it also provides ingeniously that the pressure of the vapor in the system may 
not get high enough to cause rupture with attendant loss of liquid and danger to 
the occupants of the cabin. 

The latter condition presents a more difficult problem than is ordinarily 
encountered in vapor hoating systems because the amount of heat furnished the 
boiler by the exhaust gases cannot be regulated, nor can a pop valve be employed 
because of the limited amcunt of liquid that may be carried in the system. ‘The 
difficulty is overccme by carrying a reservoir directly below the radiator of a 
Capacity equal to that of the boiler. ‘The vapor then flows from the boiler 
through the radiator in the usual way and leaves the radiator at the bottom, 
Passes throuch a hand valve and enters the bottom of the reservoir. The con- 
densed liquid leaves the reservoir at the bottom, passes through a hand valve 
and flows, since the reservoir is vented to the atmosvhere by gravity back to 
the boiler. The control rests in the valve between the radiator and the reser- 
voir. When so mich vapor flows through the radiator that it cannot all be con- 
densed and some of it passes out through the vent in the top of the reservoir, 
the valve is simt down, limiting the steam through the radiator and building up 
pressure in the vapor line. This pressure then acts back through the boiler 
and forces liquid up through the return line into the reservoir. ‘This in turn 
reduces the amovnt of liquid in the boiler and therefore the amount of vapor 
that may be generated. A cold spot in the boiler sump prevents surging or 
"percolating" of the liquid when the boiler is nearly empty. When no heat is 
required the valve in the return line may be closed and all of the liquid (as 
vapor) forced through the radiator and trapped as liquid in the reservoir. 

It may be readily seen that the pressure, in inches of fluid, in the 
radiator and boiler never exceeds the height of liquid between the top of the 
reservoir and the boiler. 





~~~ 000——— 
NEW CLUB FOR BACHELOR NONCOMS. AT WHERLER FIELD 


Considerable intersst has been shown in the new bachelor Noncommissioned 
Officers! Club which recently opened at Wheeler Field, T.H. It is one of the 
first clubs providing living quarters, club rooms and separate mess for bachelor 
noncommissioned officers of the first three grades. 

The building internally and externally is very attractive, being milt in 
the same flat-roofed, stucco style as the other quarters on the post. Living 
quarters are occupied by 18 bachelors. The key position of Mess Sergeant and 
Steward is held by Sergeant Gilman H. Clark, 6th Pursuit Squadron. Reports are 
that the mess is excellent. At this time, a small extra charge is required of 
each participant, in addition to the resular ration. ‘he belief is expressed 
thet after the mess has been established this charge may be eliminated. Married 
honcoumissioned officers living in the area are enabled, when they desire, to 
€at occasional meals in the Club, charges for which ere handled in the same 
manner as at an Officers! Club. 

The Board of Governors of this Club is planning decorations for the lounge, 
which they intend to furnish in stick reed. Captain Etheridge is the officer 
in charge of the building and mess, but Club matters are run exclusively by mem 
bers. AJL men now living in the Club are enthusiastic about their new home and, 
Says the News Letter Correspondent, "we hope that its success may mean more 
clubs cf this nature for other stations." 

One of the first contributions received by this Club was a complete set of 
photos of all General Officers of the Air Corps, past and present, together with 
that of the Commander of the 18th Composite Wing. 

---000=-= : 
General Benjamin D. Foulois, Chief of the Air Corps, visited Wright Field 


“wiper 18th for a conference with the Chief of the Materiel Division. 
* : -195- V~6271,4.C. 
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FIELD DUTY FOR THE 15th OBSERVATION SQUADRON 


Field activities promise to keep the personnel of the 15th Observation 
ile Squadron, Scott Field, I11., on the jump, 
beginning on May 1l3th, when a large portion 
of the organization was scheduled to move 
to Camp Custer, Battle Creek, Mich. 
The two weeks! stay at Camp Custer will 
be of a three-fold nature. It will give 
the Squadron its required two weeks of field 
duty; the organization will participate in 
the annual command post exercises of the 
Sixth Corps Area, and Major-General. Frank 
Parker, Corps Commander, will conduct the 
annual tactical inspection of the outfit. 
In addition to the regular missions to be 
performed by the Squadron, a number of of- 
ficers will be afforded an op ortunity to 
receive training in staff duties. Captain 
Wolcott P. Hayes, Comnanding Officer, will 
direct the Squadron activities in addition to 
having staff duties and being an assistant direct: 
or of the problem. First Lieut. Frederick A.Johnson 
will be Air Officer for the lst Corps, and end Lieut. 
Edgar A. Sirmyer, Jr., has a similar position with one of the divisions. In addi- 
tion to these, several other officers will act as assistants to the various Air 
Officers, and it is ex sania that all of the regular officers with the Squadron 
will get some staff wo 
In addition to the sth Squadron officers, two lighter-than-air officers 
from Scott Field will have staff positions. Major Norman W. Peek will act as a 
Corps Air Officer and Ceptain Douglas Johnston will be Air Officer for the Army. 
Following the maneuvers, which close on May 28th, the personnel and air- 
planes of the Squadron will proceed at once to Camp Skeel, Oscoda, Michigan, for 
the annual gunnery practice, With at least 25 pilots to fire both front and 
rear guns, the three following weeks should see plenty of activity with the 









machine guns. 


The Squadron is due back at Scott Field for a short four-day stay on June 20 
and then proceeds on the 24th to Chicago to take part in the big military relief 
program. This will keep the squadron vlanes busy until July 4th, and then the 
following days the planes will be put into use for the annual Reserve Officers’ 
Training Camp at Scott Field. The Reserve Officers check in at Scott Field for 
the period July 3rd to 16th. 

The Reserve Camp training closes the activities in which the entire squadron 
takes part, but there are mmerous other missions which will keep planes of the 
organization on tactical missions until sometime in September. One airplane is 
now at Fort Sheridan for two weeks of tow-target work at that station and at 
Milwaukee. Beginning July lst, three airplanes will be at Fort Sheridan for a 
full two months on this same work. They will tow targets for the Regular Army, 


- Reserves and the ROTC, for the purpose of tracking, searchlight practice and 


firing with both anti-aircraft artillery and machine guns. 

Other summer missions include the sending of two »vlanes to the 5th Corps 
Area Reserve Camp at Indianapolis from August 14th to 27th and several artillery 
missions at Camp McCoy, Sparta, Wis., with the Regular Army troops and the 
Reserves. With this full schedule for the swmmer and with the loss of about ten 
Reserve officer pilots on June 30th, the remainder of the Squadron will probably 
be ready for a complete overhaul by the time September arrives. 

---000—-~ 


The Secretary of War has designated Major-General Benjamin D. Foulois, Chief 
of the Air Corps, as the Air Corps Member of the Division of Federal Relations of 
the National Research Council, vice Major Henry W. Harms, Air Corps, relieved, 
the latter now being stationed in the Philippines. 

The Division of Federal Relations, as organized under the President's 
Executive Order establishing the National Research Council, is made up of repre- 
sentatives of the Government Bureaus having to do with or actually using 


scientific research in the natural sciences. 
-196~ V-6271, A.C. 
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mz US OF OXYGEN IN HIGH ALTITUDE FLYING 





XCERPTS from a report made by Major Irwin B, March, Medical Corps, 
> Flight Surgeon at Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., 
aehe were forwarded by the News Letter Correspondent in the belief that the 
(SEED information will be interesting and informative to Air Corps personnel 
in general. Mejor Merch states; 

"Qn January 22, this year, Captain Albert W. Stevens, Air Corps, and 
Lieut. J.F. Philips, C.E., while on temporary duty at Crissy Field, on photo- 
graphic work, were in the air for eight hours and two minttes continuous flying. 
About two hours of this time was spent at twenty-three thousand feet and one 
hour at between twenty and twenty-three thousand, and the remainder of the time 
at an average of about five thousand feet. Both pilots took off without break- 
fast and had only three soda crackers each to eat during the entire flight. At 
six o'clock that evening I examined-both pilots and found them physically nor- 
mal. Their ocular muscle balance, visual acuity, depth perception, nervous re- 
action, blood pressure and pulse rate were all within normal limits. 


Captain Stevens recorded blood pressure: systolic 130 - diastolic 84, pulse 
rate 64 minute, sitting. Lieutenant Philips recorded blood pressure: systolic 
114 - diastolic 84, pulse rate 64 sitting. ‘Neither pilot complained of fatigue 
or nervous symptoms. a 

Captain Stevens stated that on a previous high altitude photographic mission 
two years ago, he and Lieutenant J.D. Corkille had flowa for three and one-half 
to four hours at an altitude of twenty-one thousand feet and for about three 
hours at a lower altitude, and both had eaten a normal amount of food before the 
flight. Upon landing that time, Captain Stevens stated that he felt somewhat 
'- weak or fatigued and wanted to rest but felt,nervous and restless and couldn't 
rest. He had taken his own pulse rate and found it to, be over 90 to the minute. 
Lieutenant Corkille, who was pilot on the flight, complained of the same 
' symptoms. 

The difference in the symptoms experienced by Captain Stevens and the other 
pilots on the two flights: is believed to be cue to the different manner in which 
oxygen was taken and in the amount, of oxygen taken by each flyer. On the flight 
of Jameary 22, 1932, Captain Steveiis stated that they had an ample supply of oxy- 
J = and began taking it at about eight thousand feet altitude and contimed to 

e oxygen until below ten thousand feet on the descent, while on the flight 
two years ago they cid not have as much oxygen with them and were compelled to 
take it sparingly during the entire flight. 

The experience of Captain Stevens and the two other Air a officers on 
these two flights emphasizes the importance of an ample supply oi oxygen on ne 
altitude flights, and, if the full and more lasting denefits of oxygen are to be 
obtained under ‘similar circumstances, these ex»eriences indicate the use of 
oxygen early in the flight, that is, before higher altitudes are reached, and its 
contimed use until lower altitudes are again reached." 


——-000--— . 
Y MASSACHUSETTS AERONAUTIC OFFICIAL PASSES AWAY 


First Lieut. Robert L. O'Brien, State Supervisor of Aeronautics in Massa- 
cmsetts, National Guard and Reserve officer, passed away after an illness of 
several months, dating from a severe cold contracted while at a training camp 
with the 10lst Observation Squadron, Massachusetts National Guard, last summer. 


; On April 22nd, a military funeral was accorded this popular officer, with 
National Guard and Reserve officers as honorary pell bearers. The entire squad- 
ron turned out to render appropriate honors, and their volunteer band played the 
necessary dirges. After services in St. John The Evangelist Church in Winthrop, 
Mass., where Lieut. O'Brien lived with his wife and sortregoet old boy Robert ,Jr,, 
‘the cavalcade proceeded to the other side of Zoston where the interment was held 
at St. Joseph's cemetery, Wext Roxbury. 

During the procession to the church from his home, and during the services 
at the grave (which were conducted by Father.John Sullivan, of New Yort:, who 
flew to Boston for the occasion), a squadron. of planes flew a blank file forma- 
tion overhead, led by Lieut. Crawford Hollidge, ieacacinaetse National Guard, and 
with Captain Glenn Salisbury representing the Reserves and Regular Army. 


_ Lieut. O'Brien was born in Boston, March 11, 1896. He went to Boston College 
Prep., then to Boston College, graduating with an A.B. degree in June, 1917, He 
vhen enlisted at once in the Marine Corps, and was stationed at Paris Island and 
later at Quantico. In October, 1917, he transferred to the Army Air Service, and 
received his ground training at the Mdssachusetts Institute of Technology, and 
Lis flying training at Park Field, Tenn. He obtained his commission, and after 
vhe war returned to Boston, where he became an inspector in the Motor Vehicle 
Registry. When the Aviation Department was established, he obtained the position, 
tue to his fine abilities and his connection with the Reserve Corps where he con- 


“imed his flying. Within the last three years he studied at a night school and 
obtained an LL.B. from Northeastern College. He also had flown commercially. 


All who came in contact with Lieut. O'Brien, officially or otherwise, admired 


him, and his loss is keenly felt. 
































HEAP BIG "INJUN" ON FLOWER BED 


During the new construction at Selfridge 
Field, Mich., space was designed in rear of 
the hangars of the 94th Pursuit Squadron 
for flower beds, It turned out to be 
rather a problem to find flowers which 
would look good during any length of time 
in this climate. Here is the way it end- 
ed = Master Sergeant Simmons with several 
good men came through in a pinch and laid 
out the 94th Squadron Indian Head insignia 
in colored stones on a sloping bank of 
ground, The entire design, outlined with grass, 
shows up exceptionally well. especially in the 
' air, and the Correspondent of the 94th extends 
an invitation to "take a look when you fly over." 
--~000——= 





‘RADIO WORK IN HAWAII 


_A total of 22 enlisted men completed the course of extensive study of 24 
weeks in the School of Radio in the Hawaiian Department recently. Lieut. Robert 
E.L. Choate was Director of the School, and Private Charles G. Archer, Instructor 
Twenty-six men enrolled in the course at its commencement six months ago, and 
‘the small number dropped indicates the thoroughness of the instruction.and the 
ability of the students. Combining theory and practice on standard equipment 
and operating methods, these classes furnish the trained operators‘and mechanics 
which operate and maintain the Air Corps' radio nets. 

Two hours a day of class time was given to code practice, and the class has 
attained an average speed of 18 words per minute. An elaborate installation of 
code practice equipment enabled the instructor to send to the whole class at one 
time, each man having individual receiving equipment. Lectures and class re- 


_ citals were alternated with laboratory and shop work, and during the last few 


weeks of the course the school was literally moved into the field. Student- 
mechanics made actual service installations of transmitters and receivers in Air 
Corps planes, and student-operators received practice in the handling of mes- 
sages under usual operating conditions. 

During the recent maneuvers in Hawaii, 13 students were sent to outlying 


‘stations after only 12 weeks of training, and these men successfully kept their 


stations in operation, handling a large number of important messages with com- 
mendable efficiency. Three picked students were employed as aerial observers 


‘and had a vital part in reporting the movements of the "attacking"fleet. Receiy~- 


ers were connected to the incoming code table to allow. the remainder of the 
students to obtain practice copying difficult signals through interference and 
under conditions similar to those that may be expected in case of actual combat. 

All officers who have had any experience with these men have been enthusi-~ 
astic in praise of their efficiency. The instructor, Private Archer, has had 
eight years of varied experience in all phases of radio commnication and 
mechanics, and is a graduate of the Signal Corps at Fort Monmouth, N.J., and the 
Air Corps Technical School,at Chamte Field, Rantoul, 111. 

--~000--— 


A meeting of a Board of Officers was called at Wright Field on April 18th 
for the purpose of examining and testing the YO-31A, YO-40 and YO-35 airplanes 
and subnitting recommendations as to their suitability for the purposes for 
which they were designed. The following officers served: Major A.N. Duncan and 
Lieut. Newton Longfellow, Office Chief of the Air Corps; ,Captains Geo. ©. Kenny, 

angley Field; W.S. Gravely, Brooks Field; H.W. Holden, Scott Field; F.W. Evans, 
Mitchel Field; J.G. Taylor and Lieuts. J.A. Woodruff and John Whitely, Wright 
Field. 


Capts. Albert F vg er and Clements McMullen, anted 1s py A a 
duties to attend to oun in Transoceanic Internationa Fliers (May 22- 
Rome, Italy) recently saile on the ROMA. That their experience will be ce A 


‘able and interesting goes without saying. 





CATHRVILLAR NO. 454 IDITIATED 


A By the News Lotter Correspondent 
4 Vee . 
Ye Saturday afternoon, April 30th, your corresnondent was vatch- 


ing Lieut. John H. Patterson, Air Coross Reserve, who is attach- 
ed to a Pursuit squadron at Langley Field, Va., flying his 
Boeing Pursuit. Lieut. Patterson, who had been visiting his 
perents in Dorchester, Mass., while on cross-country flight, 
was prenaring to return to Langley Field and had put his ship 
through one or two simple maneuvers. 

Your correspondent was interested in a spin which was start- 
ed et an altitude of about 4,000 feet. After ten turns of nor- 
meal type, the ship suddenly tightened the spin and a decided 
Wiip could be seen to eaci turn. On the 14th turn a black ob- 
225 ject appeared to hurtle from the ship in an upward arc, None 

of.us at the field (Boston Airvort) realized whet the object was until the slend- 
er white line of the chute snaixed out behind the object, and then it was realized 
that Lieut. Patterson had bailed out. 

The plane, after a turn more, straightened and dove with high speed into 
the muddy flats nearly a mile end a half from the airport. It was a total wash- 
out. Lievt. Patterson drifted inland, landing in a street near Orient Heights 
section of Boston. : 

Army, National Guard and Reserve flyers who witnessed the accident were 
loud in their praise of Lieut. Patterson's courage in sticlkin; with the plane so 
long before bailing out. He had fought to bring the plane cut of the svin from 
the sécona turn on. He finally bailed out after all methods had failed ~ and he 
had reached 2000 ft. altitude with the ship tightening into the most wicked spin 
your corres»ondent has witnessed. Even after bailing out, Lievt. Patterson's 
first thought wes of his plane. Noting where it hit, he tried to slip his chute 
to effect a landing on the beach near the scene, but the wind was so strong it 
carriec. him by, and then he had to worl the siroud lines to avoid landing on 
housetops. He suffered only a scratch on his chin. 

Ec, Note; According to Lieut. Fatterson's official report, he reported at 
the Bostowm Airvort about 3:30 p.m., Saturday, April 350, 1952, for the purpose of 
testing his ship. "The reason for this," he stated, "was that the left wing 
flying wires had been violently vibrating as I was avproaching Eeston the previ- 
ous day, coming up from Langley Field, Va. A mechanic had tightened them and I 
wanted to be sure the ship was alright before starting back to Langley Field on 
the following day. 

The Commanding Officer authorized this flight and I took off at 3:50 p.m., 
after havinz the auxiliary tan: removed. I could not notice any vibration ex- 
cept while sliding. I climbed to about 4,000 feet, two miles northeast of the 
airport, anda attempted a 'falling leaf.' ‘The shin fell into a tight inside spin 
to the left. I imsediately tried to bring it out but there was ne resnonse to 
the controls. I tried every way - reversing the controls, gave the motor a few 
bursts, but it kept on spinning. then climbed out over the left sids, was 
thrown clear, pulled the rip cord and landed safely. ‘the Commanding Officer of 
the Air Corps Detachment at Boston said my ship had made fourteen turns before I 
left it. I jumped at about 800 to 1,000 feet. 

Had hard time getting out of cockpit. After climbing half way out I was 
thrown the rest of the way. Then started to find rip cord ring. Didn't have 
mich trouble doing this, even though I was turning over. Parachute opened imme- 
diately. Heard ship crash immediately after parachute opened. Was more nervous 
after lancing than during jump." 

Lieut. Patterson at the present time is at the bottom of the list of 
Caterpillar Club members - Jo. 454. 


stan Oden 








TACTICAL SCHOOL FERSONNEL VISIT WRIGHT FIELD 


Thirty-two airplanes, vearinz aepyroximately 52 officers of the Tactical 
School, its faculty, and staff of Maxwell Field, arrived at Wright Field on May 
16th for a three-day visit. On the following day, General Pratt opened cere- 
monies by delivering an address in the auditorium. This was followed by a brief 
discussion of the enzineering program by Major Howard, Chief of Ingineering. 
Visits by sections to the different engineering branches for a closer study of 
the work being carried on in each was then undertaken. On May 18th, the early 

rt of the day was devoted to a visit to the Flight Test branches and the 

ars, Later the groups derarted for Patterson Field for a visit to that arm 
of the Materiel Division. In charzé of the various inspection groups were Capt. 
Bayard Johnson, Lieuts. John Wiiteiy, C.S. Thorpe, R.J. Minty and H.P. Rush, all 
of Wright Field. Among those from Maxwell Field who were formerly stationed at 
Wright Field or McCook Field and wao were warnily welcomed for old association's 
sake were: Majors D.C. Emmons, ¥.H. Crom, F.M. Kennedy, 0.P. Echols, A.H.Gilkeson 
J.F. Curry, Capt. Robert Kauch and Lieut. E.R. McReynolds. Major Curry, Command- 
ing Officer of Maxwell Field, was formerly Commanding Officer of McCook Field. 
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INSIGNIA OF THE 75th SERVICE SQUADRON 
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The 
Squadron in- 
signia of the 

75th Service 
Squadron, sta- 
tioned at Wheeler 
Field, T.H., was 
recently returned 
from the War Depart-~ 
ment, approved, and a 
description follows: 
On an equilateral tri- 
angle, with one point 
down or charged with a 
hurte supercharged with a 
man's naked demi-body fac- 
ter dexter, left arm elevat- 
ed, holding in his hand a 
Single seater Pursuit plane, 
right arm embowed and inverted, 

holding in his hand a double-end 
hexagon wrench, all proper. The 
colors in blue and gold are those 
of the Air Corps. The human figure 
representative of the force of the 

/ Service Squadron to maintain flying 
/ equipment, 


MATHER FIELD PERSONNEL PLEASED WITH TACTICAL INSPECTION 


"Tired but happy" is the feeling of all the personnel of Mather Field these 
days. The annual tactical inspection for 1932 is a thing of the past. For weeks 
everyone at Mather Field from the Commanding Officer to the newest recruit had 
been busy in preparation for the annual event. When the day arrived, all equip- 
ment as well as personnel was spotless. Judging from the remarks made to the of- 
ficers by the Commanding General, he was quite pleased with the appearance and 
pore oruence of the 20th Pursuit Group. A fine tribute was paid Major Tinker b 
‘Major-General Craig, and we are all proud to think we had a little to do with the 
whole thing. A job well done is a grand and glorious feeling, and we are all 
Glad that it is all over and that it turned out successfully. 


The exercises for the inspection consisted of a Pursuit-Bombardment problem. 
The Bombers were furnished by March Field. They left their home station at four 
o'clock in the morning and were supposed to have bombed Mather Field. However, 
after fighting headwinds for over Pive hours they were quite relieved as well as 
surprised to see the 55th Pursuit Squadron from Mather Field suddenly attack from 
above. They did not argue but were only too glad to consider they were shot down 
so they might land. ‘The Bombers broucht along some protection in the form of the 
95th Pursuit Souadron, and this outfit and the 77th suit Souadron from Mather 
Field engaged in combat at 29,000 feet. Althoagh the 95th eretrce claim victory 
over the mth Squadron, Mather Field was the victor, as the"destruction" of the 
Bombers was the primary mission. 


mmm COQ mmm 


’ & ROUGH FREE BALLOON FLIGHT 


Captain Neal Creighton; pilot, and lst Lieut. J.P. Kirkendall, aide, station- 
ed at Fort Sill, Okla., recently ticipated in a free balloon flight, using a 
19,000 cubic foot free balloon. ney took off at 7:45 a.m., in a northerly wind, 
and made a flight of approximately two hours' duration, landing eighty miles from 
the starting point... The balloon encountered hizh winds thr out the flight,and 
the landing was made in ‘a forty-five mile ground wind. When the basket hit the 
ground in landing, the impact threw both Captain Creighton and Lieut. Kirkendall 
out. The former suffered a broken left collar bone and abrasions, and the latter 
sustained minor cuts and bruises. 

~--000——— 

The 36th: Pursuit Squadron, Selfridge Field, finally received a full nine of 
the new two-seater Pursuit ships manufactured Db pe gg Dye et Co. This al- 
lows the Scuadron to begin test and experimentation upon the usefulness of the 
two-seater in earnest. Those pilots of the Squadron not equipped with BJ's are 
flying Boeing Fel2D's. 
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=v HAT portion of Kelly Field, gexas ,. rhere the Observation Section of the 
}; Advanced Flying School,holds forth; was recently the scene.of-a most 
unusual incident. A trovwd of student flyers and enlisted men were 
<9 gathered in a circle, their eyes riveted on two writhing objects on the 
"ground. Some of the more excitable of the spectators were dancing 
around and wildly waving their arms, while others were giving shouts of 
encouragement. Evidently a battle of some kind was waging fast and furious and, 
as it turned out, a most unusual battle it was. ‘ 
"Come on, you Rattler! Give him the works!" shouted one of the escited on- 
lookers, 
"Bit his head off, Kingy!" was the advice of another. "I've got my pile on 





you. 
"Get a toe hold on him, Rattles old boy!" pived forth a mechanic, who was 
executinz a war dance'in his excitement. —~ 

“Squeeze him, Kingy old top! Squeeze him!" pleaded a Flying Cadet. "Baby 
needs a. Jair of new shoes!" 

. These. and various other shouts and pleadings tended to swell the crowd of 
interested and eager onlookers. Meanwhile, the strange battle on the ground 
between a rattle snake and a king snake was being fought with grim determination. 

When first found, the two snalzes were closely entwined, and the king snaxe 
_had a death grip on the head of the rattle snalze. After some fifteen minutes of 
combat, the king snake succeeded in killing the rattler. He then swallowed his 
erstwhile adversary, dones and all, and happily went on his way. 

There was no need for any decision from the judges end reveree as to the 
outcome of this bout. No information is'at hand as to “hether the ising snake is 
a lineal descendant of Aaron's rod which Moses transformed into a serpent and 
which swallowed the serpents created by Fharoah's magicians at the time these 
two patriarchs of ancient times were ~leading for the release of the Israelites. 


oe oe ee me 


Recently Lieut. A.R. Kingham succeeded in getting himself in the sot light 
as well as *n the Mather Field "dog house." It seems that he went on a croéss- 
country to Colusa. Just what the wurvose of this trip was is uot know, but it 
is knovm that he became so busily engaged that it never occurred to him to wire 
his home station. Along late in the afternoon a »lane was sent out to locate 
this belated pilot, who Finally arrived just before dark. As a result of his 
forgetfulness or whatever prevented him from sending a wire, Lieut. Kingham does 
no individual flying for one month. 


its finest compliment and expression of ay;preciation. On April lst, Captain 
Roderick iv. Ott of France Field matriculated at the said school, and on April 
50th graduated "cum laude." Mrs. Ott was so pleased with the thoroughness of the 
course of instruction that her husband had taken that she immediately gave up the 
management of her household to him and departed on a two months! vacation to 
visit with her parents in Sen Antonio. "For the sake of her peace of mind and 
the safety of her children," says the Nevs Letter Correspondent, "we all hope 
that her confidence is justified." 


The First fursuit Group Operations Office recently received a concise and 
laconic telegram which was almost too concise and laconic to be intelligible. 
Lieut. McDonald, sender of the telegram, had evidently been so well instructed in 
the virtues of conciseness in official corres»ondence that he avnarently tried to 
tell a story of book length in ten words, and thereby kcep dova the government's 
telegraph bill. A 

Lieut. McDonald left Selfridge Field in a F~GE airplane on a mission of 
cross-country training. The next word from him from Fortsmouth, Ohio, vas a 
wire readin;; as follows: 

"ARRIVED THREE FORTY FIVE NEED NEW WINGS CAN FLY TO FAIRFIELD OR HOME OK 
ANY ORDERS. 

ce. McDONALD." 

While aid was being rushed to Lieut. McDonald, speculation was rife at 
Selfridge Field as to just what haynened to cause his flight to end so unhappily, 
also what was the status of plane and pilot.: Careful reading of the telegram re- 
vealed that there could be grounds, for several different schools of thought as to 
the proper interpretation of the message. One guess is as good as another, 


sopeedn Joseph A. (Smoky Joe): Wilson recently returned to his comnand at the 
Boston Airport after a Mediterranean cruise of many weeks. It is rumored that he 


took the coutrols of a "ship" of the desert. It proved to be rather unstable and 
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Bar Bombine 
\4 y . : 
_Ounnerp and Borbmg 
The 12th Observation Group at Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, under the 
command of Major Frank D. Lackland, began annual gunnery, bombing and field ex- 
ercises at Bayside Beach, near Port Lavaca, Texas, on April lst, and continued 
same through May 15th. ‘The camp site. is an ideal location, situated about 155 
miles from Brooks Field, and was used by the 12th Observation Squadron last 


year. Each of the three tactical squadrons of the Group wasscheduled to spend 
two weeks at the camp. . . 


The entire supply of the camp was maintained by transports of the Service 
Squadrons, a daily schedule of one plane in a round trip being maintained. To 
care for emergencies, such as sickness, accidents, etc., one transport remained 
at the gunnery camp. ‘The personnel of the Service Squadron maintained and oper- 
ated all transports at the gunnery camp. 


All communication from Bayside Beach was conducted by the communications 
section of the squadron in the field and the Group conmunications section at 
the past. A continuous schedule was maintained daily, at one~half hour periods, 
until 7:30 p.m. In addition to the messages incident to the camp, the communi- 
cations section furnished all weather reports. Through arrangement with the — 
Veather Bureau at San Antonio, storm warnings on the coast were furnished Brooks 
Field for communication to the camp. 


The radio sets which are pert of the equipment of the communications sec- 
sion of each squadron are credited with having a méxinum zene <8 75 miles. It 
ts interesting to note that no trouble at all was exverienced in communicating 
from the camp to the vost station, a distance of 135 miles - almost double the 
maximum range of these sets. 


The Group Conmander, Major Frank D. Lackland, made frequent trips to thea 
gumery camp and expressed himself as being well pleased not only with the prog- 
ress of the gunnery but with the functions of the various sections of the squad~ 
rons and the general condition and functioning of ell the activitiés at the camp. 
He was especially pleased with the excellent operation and maintenance of the 
crew of the transports on whose successful operation the entire supply of the 
camp depended. 

The Armament Sections of the two Squadrons, the 22nd and 12th Observation, 
that have already fired, are deserving of a great deal of credit, for on their 
work to a large extent depended the smooth operation of the gunnery. 

One cf the ardvous jobs in conneotion with the gunnery camp. rested upon 
the shoulders of end Lieut. James E. Darby, Air Reserve, who wae covsgunte® as 
Camp Liaison Officer.at the field. All communications for supplies of all sorts 
came to him, and upon him fell the full responsibility of securing whatever the 
camp required. 


tae et ee ee oe 


The Third Pursuit Squadron, stationed at Clark Field, Pampanga, P.I., which 
ls now composed of sixteen pilots, had a bye Bee | time during March, the flying 
activities comprising gunnery and bombing, night flying, combat, performance 
flights, attacks on formatiens, radio practice, anc other routine training 
missions, The following officers mel ori} their ennual gunnery and bombing 
training, with scores as listed after their respective names: 


Ground Towed Low Altitude 











Targets. Targets Bombing Total Qualification 
Capt. Hornsby 785 216 211 1212 Expert 
Lieut. Hardy 840 46 199 1085 ’ 
Lieut. Gregg 766 47 194 1007 . 
Sapt. Ellis 699 5 212 916 " 
Lieut. Hawkins 663 58 187 908 . 
. Liewt. Murphy 451 2a os 174 740  Sharpshooter 


-. Qwing to tha fact that Clark Field is situated on the slope of a mountain 
range gnd the air is quite rough for ground-target firing, it is necessary to 

ire as much of the course as possible immediately after daybreak in order te 
avoid this handicap. 


oe a ow ow 


The SSth and 77th Pursuit Squadrons at Mather Field, Calif., recently in- 
dulged in a competitive Geoeecy match. A gusty 20-mile an hour wind greeted the 
teams on the morning of the match and made shooting very difficult. ‘The rough 
éir eliminated all chance of turning in good scores and both teams were working 
Under the same handicap. With the exception of one man, nobody had previously 


'\Pired.the new P-12E airplanes. 
A: The 55th Squadron team, composed. of Lieuts.\ Marshall E. Roth, John Kroege> 


md Melie Coutlee, won the match by 201 points, the scores being 1564 to 1363. 
the members of the 77th Squadron team were Lieuts. Joseph G. Hopkins, Franklin 
Shroyer and Philo Rasmussen. Lieuts. wt 4g and Roth turned in the high scores 
for the 55th, while Lieut. Shroyer held the high score for the 77th Squadron. 


| -diuent. Kroger was high point man with a score of 600. This gunnery competition 
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was well attended by civilians from adjoining towns. Locel photographers were 
on the job and pictures of the officers partaking in the match appeared in the 
papers, From the civilian standpoint, the match was a success, inasmuch as it 
geve people their first opportunity to see the methods and tactics of pursuit 
ground gunnery. From the point of view of the officers of Mather Field, the 
match was disappointing. e highest score made during the match was lower 
than the average of either Scuadron. It is planned to have more matches of 
of this kind in the near future, as it tends to stimulate competition among 
the orgenizations. ' 

---000——— 


MORE ABOUT TRAPPING MOSQUITOES DURING AIRPLANE FLIGHTS 


Mention wes made in the last issue of the News Letter of a project under 
way in Heweii of travping mosquitoes in airplane flights in order to determine 
what insects reach the Honolulu area from the windward side of the Island of 
Oahu. Further developments in this war on the mosquito are related by the 
News Letter Corresvondent, as follows: 


“The Haweiian Air Depot at the present time is busy working on a device 
to be installed on an airplane for the purpose of catching mosquitoes, which 
consists of a box-like magazine fitted with 10 slides, each covered with fine 
wire mesh, the wire mesh being coated with a solution of resin in castor oil, 
and the entire outfit mounted on the nose of a Bomber. The plot of the piece 
seems to be the exposure in turn, and at a given time and place, of each slide 
with its nice coating of resin and castor oil. The airplane, once so proud 
and haughty, is used to provel the slides, so to speal. , 

After each slide is examined, so great are the powers of observation of the 
Government entomologists, we are told, that not only is each and every mosquito 
counted, its species determined, its age and sex noted, but, believe it or not, 
these scientists will ascertain whether, at the time it met up with the airplane, 
the mosquito was goinz toward Honolulu or coming away from Honolulu, or just 
hanging around. eems like prying a long way into the private lives and habits 
of a number of critters, but the fact remeins, if we may be so bold as to state, 
that there are 6 ------ lot of mosavitoss in anc. around Honolulu just at pres- 
ent. ‘"Unusual,' we are told - something like the cold spell of 1920, 21, 22, 23, 
24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30 and 31 at Riversice, Calif." 

---000=-— . 


‘DEATH OF LIEUT. RICHARD CRABBS, AIR RESERVE 


On the afternoon of May 15th, Selfridge Field was shocked to learn of the 
death, near Davenport, Iowa, of 2nd Lieut. Richard Crabbs, Air Reserve. This 
officer had left the day before on an individual navigation training flight from 
Selfridge Field to Davenport. On May 15th, he startec to return, but shortly 
following his take-off from the airport his plane went into a spin from which he 
could not recover. He was killed instantly. 

Lieut. Crabbs was born in Brooklyn, N.Y., December 4, 1906. He was educat- 
ed there and at the University of Illinois. He graduated from the Air Corps 
Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field, Texas, in June, 1931, and was assigned to 
one year's active duty with a tactical organization. He reportod at Selfridge 
Field in july. and was attached for duty with the 17th Pursuit Squadron. He serv- 
ead with much credit with this organization until the time of his death. 

The loss of this promising young officer is felt deeply not only by his ow 
organization but the entire command at Selfridge Field. 


~--000--— 
PURSUITERS PARTICIPATS IN COMBAT MANEUVERS AT MILWAUKEE 


. "B" Flicht of the 17th Pursuit Squadron, Selfridge Field, Mich., led by Lt. 
D.L. Putt, flew six of the new fast P-~6E single-seater Pursuit ships on May 5th 
to Milwaukee. In accordance with orders issued from Corps Area Headquarters, the 
flight established its headowarters at the Milwaukee County Airport and prepared 
to take part in the Annual Combat Maneuvers held at \iilwaukee by Reserve and 
National Guard units of Wisconsin and Illinois. 

Unfortunately, the weather at Milwaukee proved poor during the entire three- 
day stay there, curtailing activities considerably. On the evening of May Sth, a 
demonstration flight, in which formation combat tactics were flown, was witnessed 
by a very large crowd of civilians as well as military personel, and they were 
torilled at the maneuverings of the six ships and of the National Guard aviation 
. \nits whica also took part. Extremely poor visibility prevented the scheduled 
¢ombined maneuver of all the ground and air units for May 6th. 

The personnel of the flight returned to Selfridge Field with very pleasant 
Memories of the welcome extended to them by the citizens of Milwaukee, Nothing 
was left undone in a social way to make their stay pleasant and to give them the 


po ad possible impression of the friendliness and hospitality of the Wisconsin 









































ews in Panama, after 
leading an expedition of five planes (3 Bombers and 2 Amphibians) which were 


the United States to the Canal Zone, 


River in hopes of catching one had re ed in zero 
ze) beaucoup sunburn. A party was gotten tokether, consist- 
Andrews, Major Brereton, Lieuts. Rice, Qtudeman, and 
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his art ambition to land a tarpon. Several previous expeditions 
§ 


ry 
“oy 
Be 


wn 
<t 
© 
Fy 
mn 
op 
s 
. 






: Sadler of the 7th Observation Squadron, Bnd in due 
time afrived at. Almirante Bay. Almirante is on the Atlagtic side and 
175 miles west of the Zone. 

The party were the guests of the United Fruit Company at the.! "Banana 
Club" for luncheon and, although the manager, Mr. Adams, was { absent, the 
hospitality offered by the remaining staff was all that could be é(' desired. 
After luncheon, a supply of provisions was procured, and all ‘x boarded 
the local "scooter" and were carried to the San San River, where they 
were met by three outboard motor boats. As soonas the boats were 
loaded, they shoved off down the river and landed at the cabin 
of the employees of the United Fruit Company, ten miles down , 
where headquarters were established. Tackle was wT ). j diately 
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broken out and the river fished until dark, when a check showed 
that two fish had been landed. Colonel Andrews and 
Studeman had each brought a fifty pounder to geff. 

The Colonel was justly proud of his prize and Lig 
of delight in giving such little bits of advice to is 


Lieut. 


' took no end 
the less for- 


tunate as is the joy of all fishermen of svirit - the same 
advice probably having come from the same friends on his more 
barren days. "We trust," says the News Letter Correspondent, 


fH seventy or 
{—Washington, as 
caused the 
boats were 
met them, and 
:00 p.m. Then the trip 


"that the fifty pounder has not grown to sixty, 
eighty pounds since the Colonel's arrival | ae 
so many fish have been known to do. A heavy -1 ‘rain 
fishing to be called off in the morning and the 
loaded for the trip back up the river. The scooter 
all were back in the "Banana Club" for lunch again &— 
was started for home. 

That is about all there is to the story except the actual battle with the 
fish, and,not caring to take any of the Celeaet"s rightful pleasure from him, 
we shall end here." 

---000~-~ 


BEATING THE INSPECTOR GENERAL TO IT 


"Running down rabbits in an automobile is nothing new," says the Mather 
Field Correspondent, "but the sight of a General in his car chasing a Second 
Lieutenant on foot down the road is not so sommon." He then goes on to say: 
"The above actually happened on the morning of our Annual Tactical Inspection. 
This peculiar phenomena came about in the following manner. The officers were 
ready to line up in front of their ships for the inspection when Lieut. Losey 
suddenly realized that his leather jacket was locked up in the paint house under. 
going repairs along artistic lines. 

Inasmuch as that particular jacket was a part of the required uniform for 
morning inspection, Lieut. Losey all at once became very much worried. The only 
solution was to obtain another jacket - the nearest available one being in the 
Bachelor Officers' quarters some distance away. Consequently, the particular on: 
concerned decided upon a marathon in the general direction of the mich coveted 
jacket and at once departed on foot at high speed. Realizing that the time of 
the Inspector General's arrival was at hand, the remaining officers took their 
places by their planes. The sight next afforded to the eyes of the waiting 
Pilots is something not often seen. 

Down the road came the General in his car, accompanied by Majors, Captains, 


| etc., but oug in front, scarcely ten feet in advance and on foot came a mach ex~ 


cited second ljeutenant wildly waving his arms in a vain attempt to do the 

century in less than ten flat and at the same time don a leather jacket. Just 

how Lieut. Losey kept ahead of the Inspector's car we do not know, but he proba- 
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bly was spurred to super strength by the thought of what would happen to him if 
he were not in his place when the Inspector passed by. At any rate, the General 
did not make any mention of a certain versniring and puffing young pilot as he 
stood out in front of his plane in correct dress and position during the inspec- 
tion. He'was probably thinking about those numerous suppréssed grins he saw on 
the faces of. others as they tried to anpear dignified and at the same time recall 
the comical sight they had witnessed only a few seconds before. Whether or not 
it is.-in training for such another similar event we do not lnow, but in the af- 
ternoons of late we have seen Lieut. Losey in his track suit running the limits 
of the post. If such another event does transpire, we wish Lieut. Losey all the 
success that he had the first time." 

---000-—— 


DEPRESSION HITS FLYING CADET 


Flying Cadet Louis R. Eughes, attending the Advanced Flying School at Kelly 
Field, Texas, when returning from a cross-country flicht from San Angelo the 
other day, was forced to land at San Marcos, Texas, for gasoline and, being in 
the usual financial condition of a Flying Cadet, he was broke and hungry. ‘The 
Station Supply Officer at Kelly Field gnashed his teeth and swore many an oath 
upon receiving a Government invoice taken from the cross-country envelope, from 
which it appears that Cadet Hughes had serviced his LB-5 airplane with one ham 
sandwich and a bottle of milk purchased from the City Cafe. 

~---000--— 


LOSES RANDOLPH FIELD ON HIS FIRST SOLO FLIGHT 


Randolph Field may seem a big place to some seople, but to Su Lee Change, 
Chinese student at the Primary Flying School, on his first solo flight, it be- 
came a needle in a haystack. He took off from Randolph Field early in the morn- 
ing on his first flight alone with every intention of circling the field and land- 
ing. Instead, he came down at Kelly Field an hour and a half later just as the 
last drop of gasoline in his airplane was exhausted. 


At Kelly Field he admitted that Randolph Field mysteriously disapeared afte: 


he took off. For an hour and a nalf he searched for the flying field and San 

Antonio and, finding himself over a lake and river, picked uo a highway which led 
him to San Antonio. As he approached the city, he saw two airplanes and followed 
them. They landed and he followed them down ‘oa learn that it was Kelly Field. It 


was his first visit there. Asked about his fuel supply (he was flying a ship thai 


carried only sufficient cas for two hours with the tanks full), he replied that 
the motor was working fine but suggested the gas be checked. Examination reveale 
that the last drop of gas was gone. 

Change was unwilling to take off for Randolph Field alone after his ship had 
been refueled, for fear he migut not be able to find it, so a Kelly Field plane 
was sent along to lead the way. 

= 000——— 


MATHER FIELD AS A PICNIC GROUND 


Mather Field, near Sacramento, Calif., is a picnic ground. So think ouite a 
few civilians, who bring their lunch along and proceed to spread it out on the 
ground and enjoy themselves. They might have finished unmolested had they not 
decided to eat within a few feet of the Commanding Officer's quarters. As a re- 
sult, the Officer of the Day was called upon to present his authority and ask 


that the picnickers picuic’some other place. Just why Mather Field should be con 


sidered a proper place for a »icnic has not been determined, unless it is due to 
the fact that the California Golden Poppies are now in full bloom. ‘The vost was 
particularly blessed with.a bounteous crop, and they looked ouite pretty against 
a background of greoen. Just. how beautiful a place Mather Field is may be gained 
from the fact that —, who come out there feel the urge to picnic unon 
anriving. < 


~ 


“64 emem Q0Qrm— 


- Major A.L. Sneed , cormandin;: ‘the Foirfiela Air Depot, spent several days on 
a fishing ‘trip down in "Sunny" Tennessee. Upon his return someone kindly inquired 
regarding the’ results of the ‘catch, but: the auly response from the Major was 

te) 
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NEW PURSUIT SHIP TECTED AT SELFRIDGH FIELD 


Mejor G.E. Brower, Commanding Officer of the First Pursuit Group, recently 
. returned to Selfridge Field in the new experimental 
cep ein’ X-936 plane which he had ferried from 
_ the Eoeing vlent in Seettle Wash. 






TRY Although the maintenance quali- 
Pete Es, ties, ruggedness end tactical effi- 


Te heal ciency of the new plane cannot be 
§ 





LF egy f f definitely determined until it has 
see MAW completed the service tests it must 
if esi Af y = ee. 7. > 0.28 
. ta undergo at Selfridge Field, Major 
a Brower said that, from the perform- 
> D &. ance the plane showed on its trip 
from Seattle, he had nothing but 


praise forjt.. The-trip from Seattle was made at en average ground speed of 187 
mitesper hour, althowd#h the-engine was run at less than rated cruising speed 
during the first part of the trip, and head winds were encountered on many of 
the legs of the route. The engine is a Wright SR-1340-G, with a 14 to 1 blower 
ratio, "It is believed," says the News Letter Corresvondent, “that the maximum 
efficiency will be obtained at 12,000 feet." In tests at Selfridge Field, a 
speed well above 200 miles per hour (truc air speed) was obdtained at 8,000 feet, 
This was the first of many tests which will be made. 

. The »lane itself is of low wing metal monocoque constructien. An interest- 
ing and unusual feature is that chanzes in longitudinal balance are obtained not 
through a movable stabilizer but by means of a movable section (controlled from 
the cockpit) on the elevators. The section on the elevators is hinged and 
changes the mean camber of the elevatcrs when it is :soved. 


soem ppm 
BIG AERIAL WING REVIEW AT LUKE FILLD, T.H. 


The Lirst aerial review of the 1&€th Composite Wing to be held at Iuke Field, 
T.H., was successfully carried out on April <9th. The Sombardment and Observa- 
tion units that make Luke Field their home station, were on the reviewing line 
promptly at 7:30 a.m. Tne Pursuit and Attack Squadrons from Theeler Field droppe 
down out of the sky shortly efterward, landing in three-plane "V's" with machine- 
like precision, and taxying to the end of the longs line. 

A total of 12 Keystone Bombers, 12 Thomas-Morse Observation planes, 12 
Curtiss Attack planes and 30 Boeing Pursuit planes constituted the array. The 
eleventh kursuit plane to taxi into place put the line past the half mile mark. 
Over a half mile of fightin; planes, with only three feet between their wing 
tips! The Wing Commander and his staff inspected the planes and crews, and at ti 
signal of "attention,"given by bugle from the control tower, the motors of these 
planes roared into life. 

A white flag waved a signal from the control tower, and the Bombers moved ov 
to the take-off area. Observation, Attack and Fursuit »lanes followed in the or- 
der named. Throttles were opened wide and the planes fairly leaped off the grour. 
in an effort to evoid the ever-growing cloud of dust. After forming into their 
proper position, the entire Wing passed in review, a scant 50 feet orf the grounc 
with 200 feet between elements, flying in perfect formation at 110 miles per hou: 
They circled wide and repeated the maneuver. 

_., Precise and careful flying was needed to avoid any vossibility of accident, 
with 62 pene meneuvering in a limited erea and landinz and talking off in less 
than half a square mile. The Wing formation banked in to land and the fun began. 
The Bombers came first and cleared the field ouic’cly, followed by the Observation 
Scuadrons. Their cushioned landing wheels raised little dust, and they had no 
difficulty. Scarcely had they taxied to the hangar line, when the Attack landed, 
Sharp tail skids biting deep into the soft earth at a 60-mile per hour clip. A 
cloud of dust all tut obscured the landing area anc into this the Pursuit mushed 
in three-vlane "V's." Air Corps officers who have been stationed at Iuke Field 
can appreciate the technique required to land a Wing of 72 planes on an area as 
small as Iuxe Field with clocklike precision. 

A critique was held by the Wing Commander and, shortly afterward, the Wheele 
Field planes took off tor their home. station. 


seamen hijevesn 


The | ay a prone Department of the San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, Texas 
eee and repaired airplanes and engines during the month cf April, as 
Ollows: | 

Overhauled, Airplanes - 2 Ae3, 5 A-GB, 4 0-2H, 1 0-195, 5 0190, 1 PIC, 
9 Bt-23, 4 PR3, 6 PGA, 1 O7, 1 1, total 39; Mmegines - 18 V-1150, 15 R790, 
15 R-1340, 5 R-1750, 4 Re1690, 1 Re1820, 6 R-975, total 65. 

Repaired, Airplanes - 1 B4A, 1 BSA, 2 LB7, 1 O-2J, 3 O19B, 3 0-S8B, 
1 Pel0, 1 PwlE, 1 PR3, 1-YPT10C, 1 9, 2 O14, 1 Y124, total 19; Mines ~ 


14 V-1650, 2 R-790, 3 R975, 4 R-1440, 3 V-1150, 2 Re1690, total 28. 








FIRST SOLO BLIND FLIGHT A SUCCESS 
By Lieut. Joseph &. Edgerton, Air Reserve. 






NOTEER milestone in aviation progress was reached a few days ago when 
Capt. Albert F. Hegenberger, Army Air Corps, mede the first "blind" solo 
flight, seeing nothing but the instruments before him from tale-off to 
landing. If the elements which made Hegenbderger's achievement possible 
can be applied to air trensyort operations, one of the greatest foes of 
aviation will have been whipped. 

Dense sround fog on an air transport today brings all flying to a halt. As 
long as the fog holds no mail or pessengers move by air. ‘The only solution is 
artificial fog dispersion or "blind landings" throuzh the fog. Fog dispersion 
so far is impracticable, if not impossible. Jlind landings, apparently, form 
the practicable solution. 

Until Captain Hegenberger's solo flicht, no man had landed "blind" and alone 
though "Jimmy" Doolittle three years azo landed blind with a chec’r pilot aboard 
to take over duplicate controls in case Doolittle's s'till failed or his calcula- 
tions went awry. 

Hegenberger used radio to guide him into the field, to mark for him the 
point at whic to begin his slide anc to warn him when he neared the fiela bound- 
ary. He employed a super-sensitive altimeter to indicate his altitude avove the 
landin; area. Other flight instrwnents were normal, including artificial hori- 
zon, gyxoO compass, radio compass and standard flight instruments. The flight 
was made at Dayton, Ohio, home of the Air Corps Materiel Division, where Captain 
Hegenberger is stationed as navigation officer. 

Mocest to a fault, quiet and unassuming, Captain Hegenberzer is a brilliant 
figure in aviation, though seldom in the limelight. He Tirst came to public 
fame when he flew from Californie to Hawaii with Lieut. Lester Maitland, the 
first Pacific flight. He is regarded as one of the world's three foremost aerial 
navigators. . 

So retiring is Hegenbverger that the world remained for many days in the 
dark as to his achievement. Captain Hegenberger was on the high seas, enroute 
to Rome to atiend the first international meeting of ocean flyers when the story 
of his success was given to the world by F. Trubee Davison, Assistant Secretary 
of War for Aeronautics, who learned of the flight from Hegenberger's official 
report. 

Of the crucial moment when Captain Hegenber, alone in his swiftly moving 
mere t felt his way toward the surface of the earth which he could not see, he 

s little to say in his report. It is difficult for the layman to put himself 
in Hegenberger's ee during that moment. To set somethings of the idea, 
imagine yourself driving an sutomobile. The windows are all curtained so that 
i can et no glimpse of anything outside the car, no sky, no roaca - nothing 

t the blanc curtains and the instruments. You have a radio direction finder, 
with a little arrow showing vhen you deviate to the right or left of a siven 
course. You are driving et 50 miles an hour across an open field. At the far 
side of the field is a great yarning chasm of appropriate depth - say something 
like the Grand Canyon. There is ot one avemue of safety, a very narrow bridge. 
If you miss the bridge, curtains. A radio beacon is guiding you to the bridge 
and your only indication is the little pointer. You may not slacken speed but 
you must hit the bridze precisely. 

Your problem, however, would be much simpler than Hegenberser's. Gravity 
vould hold you on the ground and you wouldn't have to worry about that. You 
would have to worry only about whether you were too far to the left or right. 
Hegenberger had to worry, not only about whether he was to right or left of the 
ruaway, but also whether he was too high or too low and whether he was actually 
over the lancing field or over some other place or terrain not at ali suitable 
for the lending of airplanes. 

It mist have been with a feeling of exquisite relief that he felt the 
wheels touch the ground and the plane roll to a stop safely. Of this feature of 
the experiment, however, Capt. Hegenberger has only this to say; "The radio 
transmitters mark the fielaboundary and all you have to do is just fly along the 
ground, take things very gently and easily, and when you feel it hit - well, just 
6ase back on the stick." ie 

A magnificent flight, and one worthy of a large and imposins monument on 
the green fields of aeronautical progress. - Washington STAR. 


Ed. Note: 


According to the announcement of Mr. Davison regardinz: this first solo Blind 
Flight, Captain Hegenberger took off end, after flying for five minutes, landed 
solely by the aid of the instruments on the panel in front of him without once 
seeing outside of the cockpit. This successful flight was the seventh ina | 
series of nine attempts. During the first three flights, observers were carried 
in the eo who knew nothing of flying. On the seventh flight, Capt.Hegenberger 
took off alone, made two 180-degree turns and landed at the take-off point. He 
was guided during this flight by the various instruments already enumerated. On 
the ground were three radio sets, two of which were. of obsolescent type. The 
cockpit occupied by Captain Hegenberger had a shielded cover which cut off all 
view outside the plane. He first tuned in on a transmitter distant from the 
field to simulate cross-country flying. After executing the first 180-degree 
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turn, he tuned in first on a portable transmitter placed 1,000 feet from the 
border of the field and then on another a mile and a half away. Although flying 
away from the field, he was able by lining up the two radio transmitters to as- 
certain the correct flight peth en which to return for his landing. Executing 
his second 180-degree turn at a heisht of 1,000 feet, he began glidinz dow as 
he headed for the mile-and-a-half station. : 

Captain Hegenberger ex»lained that for rersular blind landings certain re- 
finements of equipment will te needed. He expressed the desire to start a grad- 
uate class of Air Corps officers for training in blind flight take-offs ana 
landings. This Army pilot of Hawaiian Flight fame is now on duty as navigation 
officer at the Materiel Division, Vricht Field, Dayton, Ohio. His blind flying 
experiments arc a continuation of those carried on under the Daniel Guggenheim 
Fund for the Fromotion of Aeronautics by former Lieut. James H. Doolittle, now 
a Major in the Air Corps Reserve, and as brilliant a fisure in commercial avia- 
tion as he was while actively connected with the Air Corps. On September 24, 
1929, Major Doolittle first demonstrated to the world the possibility of land- 
ing an airplane by instruments alone. He carried a checi: pilot to take wer 
the controls in case of emergency. 


It may be stated that Captain Hegenberger is a pioneer in blind flying, 
for nearly nine years ago, on September 5, 1923, he flew the sreater part of 
the journey from Dayton to Boston completely out of sight of land. 02 course, 
there were no hooded cocicpits in those days but, so far as vision of the ground 
was concerned, Ceptain Hesenberger and his yassenger, Mr. Bradley Jones, Navige- 
tion Ingineer at McCool Field, were not much better off thax the present day 
airman piloting a covered wagon, acrial type. 

Despite unfavorable weather conditions, they tool oif from McCook Field in 
a DeH at ten o'clock and landed at the Boston Airport 7 hours and 25 minutes 
later. The sky was obscured by clouds which stretched from 300 to 7,000 feet 
altitude. After sichtins the Ohio State University at Columbus, the clouds be- 
came so dense that the flrers climbed above them aid found themselves in clear 
sunlight a little above 10,000 weet. A solid layei of clouds stretched beneath 
them. Not a climpse of a land mar< was obtained for a murber of hours. ‘The en- 
tire State of Fennsylvania was vassed over without their cbtaining a glimpse of 
it. Flying vy instruments alone, Captain Hegenberger, at avout 3:40 p.m, esti- 
mated that he should be close to the Hudson River, so he descended through the 
clouds end crossed this body of water not five minutes later. The remainder of 
the journey to Boston was made under the clovds. ‘The successful termination of 
this flight demonstreted the efficiency of air navigation instruments even in 
those early days of Army aviation. . 

---000--= 


NEV “RECKING TRUCK FOR SELFRIDGE FIELD 


Selfridge Field, after years of more or less patient waiting, has a new 
wrecking truck. The formidable ciant arrived amid cheers and had only three 
days of rest before it was siven its first test. On May llth, a F-16, bound for 
the guhnery camp at Oscoda, Mich., vas forced down and partially wrecked in a 
soft field about 150 miles north of Selfridge Field. The truck took off inmedi- 
ately to bring buck the remains. On the trip, operators Ciscovered that it is 
satisfactory in every way, that it is strong, fast, powerful, and that it can 
traverse over practically any kind of road. Its length is its only handicap, re- 
quiring maneuvering on very sharp turns. ‘The truck is powered with a 164 h.p. 
Hercules motor, has a six-wheel drive, and its transmission has eight forward 
speeds and two reverse. to one in the 57th Service Squadron has attempted to 
determine its top speed, but it will make fifty miles an hour comfortably. 


omnes 


The Aviation Lighting Committee of the Society of Illuminating Ingineers 
convened at Wright Field during April for a session of several days. Koout 20 
engineers, representatives of electrical and lighting equipment companies, Navy, 
Bureau of Standards, and the Department of Commerce attended. General Pratt, 
Major Coleman, Captain D.L. Bruner, Lieut. C.D. McAllister, and W.T. Harding, 
Civilian engineer of the Electrical Unit, Materiel Division, were in charge of 
the meetings. The meetings included a thorough study of the experiments being 
performed at the Wright Field Laboratory, a visit to Patterson Field and a pro- 
gram of night flying performed by Capt. St. Clair Streett and Lieut. McAllister. 


Lieut. William D. Ed<ert, 36th Pursuit Squadron, Selfridge Field, Mich., ex- 
perienced a totally unexnected ending to a flight which he had begun for the pur- 
pose of practice in individual combat at that station a few days ago. While 

sily engaged in realistic appearing combat rith Lieut. Mark i. Bradley, at an 
altitude of 4,000 feet, in two of the new two-seater. Berliner-Joyce Pursuit ships 
Lieut. Eckert's engine suddenly apoveared to disintegrate with a violent sludder. 
He hastily cut his switches and, after selecting a field, he made a perfect three 
Oint landing with a deed stick. It took only a second's inspection to see what 
d happened. A connecting rod had come loose and drove its way through the side 
of the crankcase, tearing a hole through which a man could mit his fist. 








INSIDE STORY OF THE 77TH PURSUIT SQUADRON INSIGNIA 


"The original 77th Pursuit Squadron insignia con- 
sisted of two pair of sevens separated by a joker," 
says the News Letter Correspondent from Mather Field, 
Cealif., and he then adds: "At a discussion between the 
Squadron Commander and his painters, one of the men 
asked: 'Sir, what does the joker stand for - is that 
you’' The officer looked stunned for a moment, turned 
red, and then roared: 'Take out that d----- joker and 
make it an Ace!' And so a new Von Richtofen was creat- 
ed —- by the strolze of ao paint brush. I recixon the 
brush is as powerful as the Spad - and a lot safer." 

---000~—= 














PURSUIT PLANES TRANSFERRED TO LANGLEY FIELD 


dishteen Fel2C Pursuit planes took off from Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, 
Mich., bound for Langley Field, Va., where they will be used in equipping a 
newly organized Pursuit Souadron. The flight was under the command of Captain 
Ennis C. Whitehead, who personally led a formation of six planes. The two 
other flights of six planes each were led dy Captain Johnson and Lieut. Wolf. 

Unfortunately, the general weather conditions along the route taken by the 
planes was very poor. It was expected to reach Langley Field in one day, with 
a brief stop for gas at Uniontorn, Pa. Only six planes, however, managed to 
reach Uniontown on Tuesday, May 10th. ‘The other twelve were forced by the rain 
and fog to solit their formation and land at Pittsburgh, Pa., and Moundsville, 
West Va., respectively. The next day all 18 ships assembled at Uniontown and 
serviced preparatory to departing for Langley Field. However, very rainy and 
misty weather, the severity and duration of which astonished even the natives, 
forced the Pursuiters to remain at Uniontom that day and also the next. Final- 
ly, on May 1léth, the ceiling over the mountains was declared to have lifted, 
though rain and mist still preveiled at Uniontown. The ships took off and,after 
getting through the local bad weather, found food flying conditions over the 
mountain country. All 15 ships would have reached Langley Field were it not for 
engine trouble with two of the planes. Lieut. Todd's motor quit just across the 
ridge from Uniontown, and Lieut. Hersam's quit about twenty miles from 
Washington. oth planes were slightly damazed in landing, but neither pilot was 
hurt. 

The remaining 16 planes reached Langley Field in good time, and the pilots 
were greeted by their friends stationed there. After a few hours! stay, Capt. 
Whitehead gathered his coterie of pilots torsether and all, except Lieut. Wolf, 
embarked on the boat at Ham ston Roads and started the long boat and train trip 
back to Selfridge Field. Lieut. Wolf went on leave status at Langley and »ro- 
ceeded to New York for a few days! stay. Lieuts. Hersam and Todd remained tem- 
porarily with their disabled ships and, after arrangements for their disposition 
had been made, returned to Selfridge Field. 

---090--- 


SOAT TO PLANE RADIO CONVERSATION BETWEEN FATHER AND SON 


Not every father is able to talk from the deck of a ship to his son flying 
above him in a Bombardment airplane, but that is just what havpened in Hawaii 
recently. Mr. A.D. Pugh, Attorney, and Special Correspondent io: the REGISTER, 
Des Moines, .Iowa, hove around Diamond Head on the SS MALOLO brichi and early one 
morning; recently, and was eating his breakfast grapefruit as usual, when he was 
notified that his son, Lieut. Lawrence T. Pugh, of the 23rd Bombardment Squadron, 
Iuke Field, would like to speak with him by radio. Imagine his astonishment, on 
picking up a receiver of the radiophone, to hear his son say: "Hello, dad, here 
I am overhead." The following week, Lieut. Pugh took his father in a Sikorsky 
airplane around the Hawaiian Islands to gather material for an article for the 
National Aeronautic Association on flying conditions and airports in the Terri- 
tory of Hawaii. Mr. Pugh was much pleased with this flight and other short 
flights he took in the vicinity of Oalm with his son and, says the News Letter 
Correspondent, "we believe he left here with a feeling of regret that his flying 
days had temporarily come to an end." 
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WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFSECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Changes of Station: To Mitchel Field, N.Y.; lst Lieut. James T.Cumberpatch, 
from University of California, berkeley; Capt. Edvard W. Raley, upon completion 
of course of instruction at Air Corps Tactical School, Maxwell Field, Ala... «~ 

To Langley Field, Ve.: Major Maxwell Kirby from Havaiien Devartment; Major 
Leo G. Heffernan from Panama Canal Zone; Capt. Arthur J. Melanson, from duty as 
Procurement Planning Representative, Chicazo, I1l. 

To Chanute Field, Ill.; lst Lieut. John L. Davidson from Wricht Field, Chio. 

To Panana Canal Zone: lst Lieut. James K. DeArmond, uwnon completion of 
course of instruction at Air Corps Tactical School; Mejor Robert Cancee from duty 
with Staff and Faculty of Air Corps Tactical School, Maxwell Field. 

To Bollinz Field, D.C.; end Lieuts. Norris B. Harbold from Selfridge Field; 
Elwood R. Quesada from duty as Asst. Military Attache, Havana Cuba; lst Lieut. 
Glenn C. Jamison from Iangley Field, Va. 

To the Fhilippines: 2nd Lieut. James A. Ronin from March Field, Calif.; 2nd 
Lieut. Aayust VW. Kissnér, upon completion of duty as student at Air Corps Tech- 
nical School, Chanute Field, I11.; Capt. Harold R. Rivers from Chanute Field. 

To Roclirell Field, Calif.; 1st Lieut. Morton H. McKinnon, upon completion 
course of instruction at Air Corps Tactical School. 

To Orissy Fiela, Calif.:; lst Lieut. George H. Browm from duty with Organized 
Reserves, 5¢: corps hrea, ticago, Ili. 

To Merch Field, Calif.: Capt. Hiwin R. Page from Wright Field, 0. 

fo Selfvide Field, Mich.:; Cant. Fred C. Nelson from the Fhilippines. 

To Fort Benning, Ga.: <nd Lieut. Merion Huggins from the Philippines. 

Zo Mitchel Field, N.Y.: Captain Leo F. Fost from March Field, Calif. 
To Chanute Field, T11l.: Capt. Earle G. Harper from March Field, Calif. 
fo Hawaiian Departments Major Viucent B. Dixon from Fort Leavenworth, Kans. 

To Office of the Chief of the Air Corps: Capt. Max F. Schneider from 
Middletowm, Pa. Air Depot. x 

Relievec. for Detail to the Air Corns: 2nd Lieuts. Peter 0. Ward and George 
E. Fletcher to Infantry, cnd Division, Nort Sam Houston, Texas; Richard S.Carter 
to Field Artillery, 2nd Division, Fort Sam Houston, Texas; Gaspare F. BZlunca to 
6th Coast Artillery, Fort Winfield Scott, Calif.; lst Licut. Fremont S$. Tandy to 
lst Engineers, Fort DuPont, Del. 

Promotions: To Captain, rank from April 1, 1922: lst Lieuts. Oakley G. Kelly 
Berner T. Custor, James A. Mollison, Harold W. Beaton; to lst Lieutenant, rank 
from April 1, 1932: 2nd Lieuts. Charles H. Deerwester, Charles W. O'Connor, 
Bernard .. Bridget and Charles A. Bassett. 
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BOARD ON FURSUIT PLANES HAVE MEeTING 


Major G.E. Brower, Capt. E.C. Whitehead and Lieut. J.S. Griffith recently 
flew from Selfridge Field, Mich., to Wri:sht Field, Ohio, to tale part in meetings 
of the Pursuit Board. They were scheduled to remain at “right Field for about 
ten days, durins which time they, together with the other members of the Board, 
will make recommendations on the technical and tactical efficiency and usefulness 
of new Pursuit wnaterial which is beings considered for adoption at the present 
time. Other members of the ..ir Corps taking part in the tests and conferences 
are Major Carl Spatz and Capt. F. O'D. Hunter, March Field, Calif.; Capt. J.G. 
Taylor, Lieuts. A.R. Crawford, J.B. Parker and J.A. Woodruff, Wright Field; Capt. 
C.L. Chennault, Maxwell Field, Ala., and Capt. Hugh M. Elmendorf, Office of the 
Chief of the Air Corps. 

Two Pursuit planes under consideration by the Hoard as to their desirability 
for Air Corps use are the XP=23 and the XF~936, 
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Major George H. Brett, Commanding Officer of Selfridge Field, Mich., was 
the guest of the Foutiac, Mich., Rotary Club recently at a luncheon of that organ- 
ization. The gathering included 75 of the leading business men of Pontiac and 
vicinity. They were all greatly interested in what Major Brett had to say on the 
subject of aviation in the short talk he gave at the request of the toastmaster. 
Their interest was revealed by the large mumber of questions on the subject of 
military aviation which the Rotarians asked Major Brett to answer when he had 
finished his prepared speech. 
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At Wright Field a design for engine dollies was completed in which the 
dollies are mounted on wheels with pneumatic tires for loading engines in the side 
of the fuselage of cargo airplanes. These dollies were designed to support radia 
Sean engines. It is comtemplated building one of these dollies for experimental 

esting. 
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